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MINUTES 

November 13, 2012 

 

 The Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on the above date with Mayor 

McLaughlin presiding and Commissioner Bolan answering the roll call.  Also in attendance was the 

Borough Clerk.  Comm. McLoughlin was absent. 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. with a salute to the flag. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin announced that the notice requirements of R.S. 10:4-18 had been satisfied 

by delivering the required notice to the Coaster, posting the notice on the board in Borough Hall and 

filing a copy of said notice with the Borough Clerk. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin thanked the Public Works Department, Police, Fire and First Aid for the 

tremendous job they did in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy.  Everyone was great 

 

 

RESOLUTION #1 

A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY AND APPROVE MINUTES 
Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the minutes of the regular meeting of October 23, 2012, be ratified 

and approved. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2 

   A RESOLUTION TO DISPENSE WITH READING OF MINUTES 
Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the Clerk dispense with the reading of the minutes of the regular 

meeting of October 23, 2012. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #3 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE GRACE PERIOD FOR TAXES 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Allenhurst has been hit by a devastating storm and in an effort to 

facilitate the payment of the fourth quarter property taxes in a timely fashion, the office of the Tax 

Collector has obtained permission from the State Division of Local Government Services to extend 

the grace period during which no interest will be charged on the fourth quarter taxes; 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That an interest free period has been extended to 

the sixteenth calendar day of November 2012, and is authorized pursuant to RS 54:4-67, (PL 1994, 

Chapter 72).  If payment for the fourth quarter installment 2012 tax quarter is received after the 

sixteenth calendar day of November 2012, interest at the rate of eight (8%) percent per annum will be 

charged on the first $1,500.00 of the delinquency and eighteen (18%) percent per annum of any 

amount in excess of $1,500 from November 1, 2012 to the date payment is received in the Office of 

the Tax Collector; and,   

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution is to be in effect for the fourth 

installment of 2012 tax quarter only and does not affect past or future tax quarters. 

       

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 
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RESOLUTION #4 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CHAPTER 159 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any 

county or municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof 

was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and, 

WHEREAS, Said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 

amount; 

 

Section 1 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners of the 

Borough of Allenhurst hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to 

approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2012 in the sum of $2,248.78, 

which item is now available as revenue from 2010 Recycling Tonnage Grant pursuant to the provisions 

of Statute; and, 

 

Section 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a like sum of $2,248.78 be and the same is hereby 

appropriated under the caption of Recycling Tonnage Grant. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #5 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-46  AND N.J.S.A. 40A:4-49 DUE TO DAMAGE CAUSED BY HURRICANE SANDY  

 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen with respects to expenses related to the response, 

recovery, and restoration of services due to Hurricane Sandy and no adequate provision was made in 

the 2012 budget for the aforesaid purpose, and N.J.S. 40A:4-46 provides for the creation of an 

emergency appropriation for the purpose above mentioned, and 

 WHEREAS, the total amount of emergency appropriations created including the appropriation 

to be created by this resolution is $1,500,000 and three per cent (3%) of the total operations in the 

budget for the year 2012 is $115,891.67, and  

 WHEREAS, the foregoing appropriation together with prior appropriations exceeds three 

percent of the total current appropriations in the budget for the year 2012, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENHURST, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW 

JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

1 That in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-49 petition be made to the Director of Local 

 Government Services for permission to exceed the statutory limitation of 3% for the 

 creation of an appropriation for the purpose stated above; however, pursuant to Local 

 Finance Notice 2012-22, the Director has provided a blanket approval with respect to 

 expenses related to the response, recovery, and restoration of services due to Hurricane 

 Sandy. 

 

2. An emergency appropriation be and the same is hereby made pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-46 

and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-49 for funding of expenses related to the response, recovery, and 

restoration of services due to Hurricane Sandy in the amount of $1,500,000. 

 

3. That said emergency appropriation shall be provided in full in the 2013 budget, except if 

financing of such emergency appropriation shall have been made from other funds including 
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but not limited to FEMA and insurance reimbursement or by authorization of bonds pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-51. 

 

4. That two certified copies of this resolution be filed with the Director of Local Government 

Services. 

 

5. This Resolution should be effective immediately. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #6 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

  BE IT RESOLVED, That the following transfer of appropriations be approved: 

 

FROM TO AMOUNT 

Garbage & Trash, S&W Elections, O.E. $2,400.00 

Garbage & Trash, S&W Telephone, O.E. $5,000.00 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

RESOLUTION #7 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

WHEREAS, Due to the devastation of Hurricane Sandy, it was necessary to secure emergency 

contracts for the preparation of the storm and cleanup in the aftermath of the storm and it was not 

possible to secure quotations; and, 

WHEREAS, Funds for these purposes will be provided for in an account entitled Hurricane 

Sandy, and the CFO has so certified; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the following contracts are hereby 

confirmed: 

 

Burke Construction Co. – Pre-storm preparations - $3,750.00 

Burke Construction Co. – Deposit for removal of debris, post-storm - $5,000.00 

Burke Construction Co. – Demolition and removal of storm debris - $26,000  

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #8 

A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT SUBCOMMITTEE FOR BEACH RESTORATION 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 WHEREAS, Due to the destruction of Superstorm Sandy, the beach facilities at the Allenhurst 

Beach Club and restaurant suffered severe damage; and, 

 WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners is determined to rebuild; and, 

 WHEREAS, It has been decided that a subcommittee should be appointed to give expert 

opinions on the rebuilding of the Beach Club and Restaurant; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the following be appointed to a 

subcommittee to discuss rebuilding the Allenhurst Beach Club and Restaurant and that reports be 

submitted to the Allenhurst Board of Commissioners: 

 

 Joseph Tomaino 

 Peter Avakian 
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 Kevin Rogers 

 Larry Gruner 

 Santo Perrotto 

 Karen Marzulli 

 Gavin DeCapua 

 Mayor McLaughlin 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

RESOLUTION #9 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM BILLS AND PAYROLL (11/01/12 - 11/15/12) 

Offered By:  Comm. Bolan                 Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That bills and payroll totaling $215,121.38 be approved for payment; 

and, 

    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the November 13
th

 consolidated bill list be attached 

hereto and made a part thereof. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION ON REPAIRS AFTER THE STORM 

 Peter Avakian, Borough Engineer, stated he has been through many storms at the shore.  This 

time, the Borough had just about everything at the beach damaged.  There was damage to the sea wall, 

handicapped ramp railings, jetty, loss of sand and top the Beach Club with the loss of the cabanas, 

snack bar, damage to the pump room and restaurant.  Ms. Osborn will be meeting with FEMA 

tomorrow and he will work with her on the damage survey reports and cost estimates.  The bid laws 

have not been relaxed and they will have to go out to bid for a number of items.  The only relaxed were 

repairs and demolitions which were emergent.   

 

 Mr. Avakian continued, stating the other issue is what the Borough wants to put back.  Do they 

want the cabanas in the same location and configuration?  Do they want to make them permanent or 

temporary?  What do they want to do with the snack bar, bandstand and restaurant.  Joe Tomaino, a 

resident, architect and Planning Board chairman and he went to see the damage and Joe has been very 

helpful.  They want to think outside the box and decide what they want to do to and take mitigation 

measures.  He has prepared a report for the Commissioners.  They will need to extend the 

handicapped ramp.  Right now it is four feet above the sand.  If the sand comes back the bottom of the 

ramp will be buried, but at least it will be there if they lose sand.  They lost some jetty stones and there 

was damage to the pump room and well points.  They have done preliminary estimates.  It is hard to 

put a time-line to this.  Most is manageable and can be done by next summer.  The biggest amount of 

time will be spent on the snack bar and restaurant.   

 

 Mr. Avakian explained the value of cost and replacement of the damage.  He stated that the 

Borough must first go through their insurance, which is actually a joint insurance fund in Monmouth 

County.  They will then have to go through the Municipal Excess Liability program and then they will 

go through FEMA.   

 

 Mayor McLaughlin explained that it is a process.  They will have to find out if the restaurant is 

structurally sound and if it should be torn down. 

 

 Mr. Avakian stated they need to make distinctions.  There were a number of issues at the 

restaurant, including electrical, sanitary sewer collection, floors, windows, etc.  They have started 

their evaluation of the bar area and have had a Structual Engineer look at it.  He will come back on 

Thursday or Friday for another look.  There has been some cracking and buckling of the sea wall. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin asked if it were possible to remove the foundation of the restaurant and 

leave the roof and walls intact and Mr. Avakian stated he thought so.  They want to be practical and 

prudent.  They will be able to get things up and running quicker if it is just repairs. 
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 Mr. Tomaino asked if water got into the restaurant and Karen Marzulli, co-owner of Mister C’s 

stated that everything in the crawl space was wet, but there were no water lines in the restaurant itself.  

Doug Caron, Public Works Supervisor, stated water did get in.  Mr. Tomaino stated they have to do 

more research.  If things got wet, they may have to deal with a mold or mildew problem. 

 

 Mr. Caron stated that the floor joists, support beams and columns are all wet.  There is some 

rot.  They have had issues with soil contamination.  Some of the flooring is rotten, the ceiling has 

leaks and some joists are rotten.  To him, it was never intended to be a year-round restaurant.  There is 

really no place for heat.  They had to glue foam boards to the existing joists for insulation.  He added 

that the electrical lines have been compromised. 

 

 Mr. Tomaino stated they will have to look beyond the damage created by the storm and see how 

far FEMA will go and how far the Borough wants to go. 

 

 Mr. Avakian stated they need time to evaluate costs.  They are close to a full damage 

assessment, which is maybe ¼ of the replacement costs.  If systems have been compromised by the 

storm, they will include that in their FEMA report.  Right now FEMA is saying they will give 90% 

reimbursement, although legislators are pushing for 100%. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated that FEMA money can take 10 months to a year and Ms. Osborn will 

know more after the meeting tomorrow.   

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated the Commissioners met with Borough officials after the storm and 

passed a 1.5 million dollar emergency.  They will cover demolition, debris removal, overtime, etc.  

He stated his goal is to have the cabanas back for the summer.  He has put together a subcommittee to 

look at restoration projects.  He thinks FEMA wants to see what is being done to improve things.  

They could possibly put back exactly what was there, but it may not be the most prudent thing to do. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated that FEMA has said they will pay, but they want to see 

improvements.  There are several ideas.  They want to make decisions as quickly as possible.  They 

will not be 100% for the summer.  They do, however, have opportunities to improve on the snack bar 

and restaurant.  An older set of stairs has been opened up.  They may find they want to keep it.  Their 

new gazebo stood the test and the new railings are still there.  They were very lucky as a town.  No 

one was hurt.  Some say the sea wall was ugly, but he could kiss it.  It saved this town. 

 

 Mr. Avakian stated that on Tuesday, other towns were stressed, but Allenhurst was the first 

town to meet with emergency management personnel and to put together a plan of action.  It was really 

remarkable.  Allenhurst had more variety of damage than any other town in the County.  Nothing was 

devastatingly severe, but it all caused a hardship.  It is a credit to the Borough officials. 

 

 Comm. Bolan stated the boardwalk was pushed in.  He is concerned with safety.  Mr. Avakian 

agreed that the sea wall was compromised at that point and the boardwalk was pushed in.  It seems to 

be intact.  Public access should be prevented.  This is one of the first things they will want to work on. 

 

 Mr. Tomaino stated that the support posts for the front of the restaurant are gone and the 

Borough may want to shore it up. 

 

 Comm. Bolan stated their first priority should be to prevent further damage and to safe off those 

areas which could be dangerous. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated they will do everything they can, including holding special meetings. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Robert Scally stated he came to talk about the terrific response from the firemen, police and 

public works.  It is incredible the amount of time and effort that was put in. 

 

 Comm. Bolan stated that no one had power and everyone had families, yet they were working in 

Allenhurst.  It was hard to tell there was even a storm here. 
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 Mayor McLaughlin added that the representative from First Energy in Ohio told him he 

couldn’t even tell there was a storm in town. 

 

 Adele Gannon stated that a lot of people asked her why the traffic light in town was working 

when there were no traffic lights working anywhere else.  Mayor McLaughlin stated that the lights 

were on a generator and Public Works made sure there was enough fuel every day. 

 

 Tim Moriarty asked how long the cabanas had been there and Mr. Avakian stated he has plans 

for the cabanas from 1980 from when the foundation was put in.  There was some discussion among 

the audience as to how long cabanas had been there.  Mayor McLaughlin stated he can remember as a 

kid when the cabanas got blasted in a storm.   

 

 Mrs. Gannon stated that things have changed with new building regulations.  Mayor 

McLaughlin stated that the idea is to improve upon what was there.   

 

 Marge Cocalis thanked Doug Caron and Chris Rogers for trying to save the cabanas.  She 

asked that information be put on the web site so that the public can follow what is being done. 

 

 Mr. Caron stated they were out the night of the storm when the front of the restaurant fell in.  

He was concerned with getting the electric and gas shut off.  The waves were coming over the 

boardwalk and the benches were being carried off down Corlies Avenue.  He couldn’t believe what he 

was seeing.  They never got to the electric box.  He was a part of a boardwalk fly by and he said, 

“That’s it.” 

 

 There was a discussion on damages to other towns. 

 

 There being no further comments, Mayor McLaughlin offered the following resolution, moved 

and seconded by Comm. Bolan, that it be adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, State law permits the exclusion of public in certain circumstances; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Allenhurst finds that such 

circumstances currently exist; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners will make public, minutes of the closed session 

when confidentiality no longer exists;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners that they are 

hereby authorized to enter into closed session to discuss legal matters which are exempt from the public 

meeting under the Sunshine Law. 

 

VOTE: Comm. Bolan-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 The Commissioners then adjourned to caucus. 

 

 After reconvening, Comm. Bolan moved, seconded by Mayor McLaughlin that the meeting be 

adjourned at 9:07 PM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Lori L. Osborn, RMC 

Clerk-Administrator 

 

 

 

  

 


