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MINUTES 

MAY 28, 2013 

 

 The Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held on the above date with Mayor 

McLaughlin presiding and Commissioner McLoughlin answering the roll call.  Also in attendance was 

the Borough Clerk.  Commissioner Bolan was absent. 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:30 P.M. with a salute to the flag. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin announced that the notice requirements of R.S. 10:4-18 had been satisfied 

by delivering the required notice to the Coaster, posting the notice on the board in Borough Hall and 

filing a copy of said notice with the Borough Clerk. 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Letter from DOT advising the Borough that the grant application for Allen Avenue was not awarded. 

 

Letter from Board of Freeholders regarding amendment to Solid Waste Plan to provide for electronic 

recycling. 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE #2013-07 – First Reading 

Offered By:   Mayor McLaughlin             Seconded By:  Comm. McLoughlin 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-07 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF ALLENHURST, 

CHAPTER X, BEACH REGULATIONS 
 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #1 

A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY AND APPROVE MINUTES 
Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the minutes of the regular meeting held May 14, 2013 be ratified and 

approved. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

  RESOLUTION #2 

   A RESOLUTION TO DISPENSE WITH READING OF MINUTES 
Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the Clerk dispense with the reading of the minutes of the regular 

meeting held May 14, 2013. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 
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RESOLUTION#3 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM PURCHASES 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

WHEREAS, Purchases were made for amounts over $1,000.00 and it is the policy of the 

Borough that the Board of Commissioners approve or confirm said purchases; and;  

WHEREAS, Funds for these purposes are provided for in various accounts within the current 

budget, and the CFO has so certified; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the following purchases and contracts are 

hereby confirmed: 

 

 Bryan McCarthy Electric - $4,428.90 – Repairs to Beach Club  (Hurricane) 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #4 

A RESOLUTION TO HIRE SEASONAL EMPLOYEES 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the following are hereby employed by the Borough of Allenhurst for 

the 2013 summer season: 

 

Pre-Season 

Jake Schuler $10.00/hr. 

Sean O’Grady $10.00/hr. 

Clayton Hommel $10.00/hr. 

 

Lifeguard 

Jake Schuler $7.50/hr. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #5 

A RESOLUTION TO EXTEND FIRE SERVICES AGREEMENT 

Offered By: Mayor McLaughlin                  Seconded By:  Comm. McLoughlin 

 

 WHEREAS, The Allenhurst Fire Department has requested that the Borough hire a paid 

firefighter/maintenance person to be stationed at the Allenhurst firehouse for a 30 hour work week 

between 6 AM and 6 PM, Monday through Friday; and, 

 WHEREAS, The Board has determined that these are extraordinary unspecifiable services, 

which are specialized and qualitative in nature requiring expertise, extensive training and proven 

reputation in the field of endeavor as per N.J.S.A. 40A:11-2(7); and, 

 WHEREAS, A quote was obtained from JHH Services, LLC, in the amount of $2,000 per 

month for firefighter/maintenance services, payable through monthly invoices to the Borough of 

Allenhurst; and, 

 WHEREAS, Funds for this service are available through the appropriation entitled, Fire, O.E., 

and the Chief Finance Officer has so certified; and 

 WHEREAS, A contract was awarded through June 30, 2013 and the Board of Commissioner 

now wish to extend that contract through December 31, 2013; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the contract awarded to JHH Services, LLC 

for firefighter/maintenance services at the Allenhurst firehouse at a cost of $2,000.00, be extended for 

an additional six month period beginning July 1, 2013 and ending December 31, 2013. 

  

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 
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RESOLUTION #6 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ABC REFUNDS 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That the following refunds are hereby approved: 

 

 Maryann Perrotto - $314 overpayment of membership 

 Sari Sitt - $161.00 – change in membership 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #7 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PAYMENT #3 FOR CABANA CONTRACT 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin    

WHEREAS, The Borough lost 45 permanent cabanas at the Allenhurst beach due to 

Superstorm Sandy; and, 

WHEREAS, A contract was awarded to West End KB, LLC to fabricate and place 45 cabanas 

with sitting decks at the Allenhurst Beach; and, 

WHEREAS, The Borough Architect has reviewed the project and recommended the following 

payments: 

 

Payment #3 - Delivery and installation of remaining cabanas, partial installation of deck, 

administrative costs, overhead and profit - $28,944.89 

 

WHEREAS, Funds for this purpose shall be provided for in Capital Ordinance #2013-02, 

known as, Superstorm Sandy, and the Chief Finance Officer has so certified; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That West End KB, LLC be compensated in the 

amount of $28,944.89 for payment #3 in accordance with the Borough Architect’s report. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

RESOLUTION #8 

A RESOLUTION TO AWARD CONTRACT FOR PAYROLL SERVICES 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, The Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Allenhurst does hereby 

approve renewal of Participation Agreement for payroll/personnel system services with the Asbury 

Park Board of Education Information Technology Center for the period commencing July 1, 2013 and 

ending June 30, 2014. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The $4,390.00 cost shall be borne by Central Jersey Bank, 

NA., under Agreement with the Borough. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

RESOLUTION #9 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM BILLS AND PAYROLL (5/16/13 – 5/31/13) 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, That bills and payroll totaling $704,310.60 be approved for payment; 

and, 

    BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the May 28
th

 consolidated bill list be attached hereto 

and made a part thereof. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 
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RESOLUTION #10 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE LEGAL CAUCUS 

 

Offered By:  Comm. McLoughlin                  Seconded By:  Mayor McLaughlin 

 

WHEREAS, State law permits the exclusion of public in certain circumstances; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Allenhurst finds that such 

circumstances currently exist; and, 

WHEREAS, The Board of Commissioners will make public, minutes of the closed session 

when confidentiality no longer exists;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of Commissioners that they are 

hereby authorized to enter into closed session to discuss legal matters which are exempt from the public 

meeting under the Sunshine Law. 

 

VOTE: Comm. McLoughlin-AYE; Mayor McLaughlin-AYE 

 

 

 

HEARING ON INSABELLA CABANA 

 A hearing was held at the request of John Insabella on retaining the cabana that was in his 

mother’s name.  Mrs. Insabella had passed away and the cabana was slated to be given to the next 

resident on the cabana list. 

 

 John Insabella, Mrs. Insabella’s son, stated his family had been in the cabana for 45 years.  

They bought a house in Allenhurst in 1967 and sold it in 2005.  He has two children, five 

grandchildren a brother and sister.  Five years ago, he came to Borough Hall and asked that all 

correspondence be addressed to him.  He gets all the correspondence and fills out the forms and signs 

the check.  When he heard the news that they would no longer have their cabana, he thought it was a 

mistake. When his mother died, his family was concerned about losing the cabana.  He told them it 

would not happen.  He felt he was treated as a principal and was a principal for the past five years.  He 

recognizes the Commissioners are under a great pressure and they are finally codifying the rules.  

Because it was not law yet, he feels this decision was made retroactively.  He feels he should be 

grandfathered in. 

 

 Malcolm Carton, attorney, stated Mr. Insabella has been treated as the principal for the past five 

years.  There was a lack of notice of any action.  He has heard that the Board announced these rules 

would be proactive and not retroactive. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin stated they will not make a decision that evening.  They will speak to their 

attorney first. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated they will take everything under advisement and will get back to 

them. 

 

 

STATUS REPORT 

 Peter Avakian, Borough Engineer, gave a status report on projects being undertaken due to 

storm damage.  There were 20 separate projects.  They immediately started working after the storm.  

He gave a status of the projects, including the pilings and foundations which is done, the umbrella deck, 

which has been rebuilt, the cabanas, which are now on the beach, but must be hooked up to utilities.  

He stated the bathrooms are in the process of being rebuilt and it should be done close to opening day.  

Lori Osborn, Business Administrator, stated they are pretty sure the bathrooms would be done, but just 

in case, they have ordered four portable bathrooms so that they are assured there will be facilities 

available for opening day. 

 

 Mr. Akavian state the seawall has been repaired, the boardwalk had to wait until JCP&L 

rewired the lights, but that has been done and the boardwalk project will start soon.  The pump room 

had to be re-wired, as did the entire Club and that was done.  The pool liner needs to be replaced.  

They were supposed to be here today, but could not because of the weather.  The wellpoint project is 

underway and should be completed in the next two weeks.  Debris has been removed and the sand has 
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been sifted, which was a major project in itself.  He just got permission from the DEP to move jetty 

stone which has been displaced.  They are anticipating getting beach replenishment, probably in the 

Fall. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin spoke about the temporary cooking area being set up for Mister C’s.  He 

asked people to be patient and understanding.  It has been a massive job to get things going again.  He 

stated if the cabanas had been permanent structures, they would have had to be raised just like the 

bathrooms.  Making them modular allowed them to be at sea level.  Plans for the bathrooms were 

submitted in January and after they had gone out to bid, the State had problems.  They had to raise the 

bathrooms, but could not change the roof without having to re-bid the project.  Awnings should be 

coming soon.  The Commissioners put out a user agreement for the cabanas. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Frank Fischer stated he received the rules and asked if a surviving spouse would be granted 

principalship of a cabana.  Mayor McLaughlin stated that is their intention.  It should have been put in 

the rules. 

 

 Margie Cocalis thanked the Commissioners for all their work.  She asked if, for any reason, 

they lose their cabana, will they still be allowed to be members of the Club. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin stated any displaced cabana people will go to the top of the waiting list. 

 

 Mary Pat Fischer asked about the higher rates for guests.  Comm. McLoughlin stated they 

amended that ordinance.  They will only charge the higher rates on holiday weekends such as Father’s 

Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day. 

 

 John Insabella, Jr., stated he took off from work to be here.  He feels the cabanas are a privilege 

and not a right, but he doesn’t feel it should be taken away because of an unfortunate death.  He feels 

they have earned the privilege to stay. 

 

 Dr. Sternberg thanked the Mayor and Commissioners for their hard work.  He stated he has 

watched the whole rebuilding.  Other towns have not done as much.  He understands the restrooms 

had to be raised up.  His suggestion was that the roof did not have to have a peak.  It was designed to 

match the peak in the cabanas when they were all at the same level.  Now it is an eyesore.  He 

understands it could not be changed at that time, but asked that when it is possible, they change the roof.  

He stated the pile driving on the beach caused some damage to his home. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin stated changing the roof may be doable, but not before September. 

 

 Franci Cohen stated she had an idea for a fundraiser.  She recently bought a home in Allenhurst 

and would like to do a weekly event.  All proceeds from Spin for Sandy would go to Allenhurst.  She 

will handle everything.  The only thing they need is the space.  She would like to set stationary 

bicycles up in the park on Main Street.  They would like a place to plug in music.  They would like to 

do this one night a week for 8 or 9 weeks from 7:30 – 8:30PM or 8:30 – 9:30 PM. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin stated he liked the idea, but would like to talk to the Chief or Captain.  

Mayor McLaughlin asked Ms. Cohen to put the proposal in writing.  He wanted her to describe the 

music, stating there are homes right there and he did not want loud music.  She will also have to 

present a Certificate of Insurance to the Borough. 

 

 Frank McCann stated that getting rid of old members will lose a lot of history.  It is not the 

facilities, but the people who go there that make the Club what it is. 

 

 Robert Fernicola asked about the status of the remaining temporary cabanas and Mayor 

McLaughlin stated they need to do some grading first and they will be placed. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola asked about beach replenishment and Mayor McLaughlin stated they were going 

into caucus after the meeting to discuss the easements with the beachfront homeowners.  The 

replenishment will be done in three phases.  Loch Arbour, Allenhurst and Deal are the fourth phase, 
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but if they can get the easements signed quickly, they will be added to the Asbury Park phase. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola discussed the recent cabana rules and regulations, stating they favor residents 

over non-residents.  If a principal member passes away, what can be done? 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated it will be offered to the surviving spouse. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola stated his mother is in ailing health and asked what will happen when she passes 

away.  When he was Commissioner, it could be passed to immediate family members.  Now the rules 

are different.  It seems very unfair to people that without notice, these rules are being thrust upon them.  

Even the appeals process seems arbitrary.  He thinks it is entirely unfair. 

 

 Robert Scally stated that as to the event, 8 or 9 weeks of music is the entire summer.  He thinks 

it is too much. 

 

 Dr. Sternberg stated he hopes the Commissioners have been adamant about taking sand from 

the Shark River area.  Do not take sand from the 12 mile site off the coast of Sea Bright. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated that was one of their first questions.  They are taking the sand right 

off shore. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola asked if cabanas could be transferred to an immediate family member and Mayor 

McLaughlin stated only for residents.  Mr. Fernicola asked about non-residents and Mayor 

McLaughlin stated they cannot transfer.  They have been getting tremendous pressure from the 

residents in town and that is who they report to.  They came up with this template.  It is not the Ten 

Commandments.  Every Commissioner did things their own way.  They are trying to come up with 

something that is clear and fair.  The residents are saying the cabanas were destroyed and if taxpayer 

money is restoring them, they want a fair shot.  When he was a kid, there were empty cabanas. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola feels this is in response to Sandy.  It was never that way before.  Without notice, 

the town enacts an ordinance.  When he was Commissioner, they talked about rules, but decided not 

to, because people were not given notice.  There were no rules when they put their names on a list.  

There is no closer relationship than a mother and a child.  They grew up in these cabanas.  Sons and 

daughters have been there their entire lives.  He understands the pressure.  It was his rule not to kick 

immediate family members out.  He thought it was Mayor McLaughlin’s rule also.  Now Sandy 

comes along and they are re-setting the bar. 

 

 Michelle Petti asked what rules the residents did not abide by and Mr. Fernicola stated the 

cabana list.  It used to be cabanas were assigned to two residents and one non-resident.  Ms. Petti 

stated her name is on the list and there are residents who have been on the list for many years. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated they put together the cabana rules and sent them out with the cabana 

agreements.  He hears what Mr. Fernicola is saying.  The Board of Commissioners does not want to 

kick anybody out.  He likes the culture, it is like a second family.  It is something they are grappling 

with.  Everybody can call and give their opinion.  There is some fairness in trying to clean up the 

resident list. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin added that no one will be absolutely happy. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola asked if these rules were etched in stone and Mayor McLaughlin stated anyone 

can still come before the Board of Commissioners. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola stated that the rule that the cabana cannot pass to an immediate family member 

should be rescinded.  It should be able to pass to a husband, wife, son or daughter. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin stated it can pass to a son or daughter as long as they are residents of 

Allenhurst. 

 

 Mr. Fernicola stated his is trying to come up with something for people who are not residents.  

Other people were not afforded an opportunity.  People may have stayed in Allenhurst, if moving 
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away meant they could lose their cabana. 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated he hears him.  He has brought up some good points. 

 

 Frank McCann thought it was a good suggestion that a cabana could pass to an immediate 

family member.  Maybe they have to have been a member for a certain number of years.  Had he 

known this was coming, he may have looked for a home in Allenhurst.  He has heard the Mayor say 

the residents are paying for the cabanas.  Non-residents pay two to three times more for a cabana. 

 

 Mary Portway asked the Commissioners to give the cabana people an opportunity.  Say these 

are the rules that are coming.  By next year, these rules will be in effect.  So if cabana people want to 

make changes, they should do it now. 

 

 Comm. McLoughlin asked what he should tell his residents if they let the cabanas be passed 

down.  The resident list will never move. 

 

 Kevin Reynolds asked what was preventing them from adding more cabanas.  Mayor 

McLaughlin stated that there just isn’t enough room.  The ocean comes up to the cabana any further 

up.  Maybe once they get beach replenishment, they will think about adding more. 

 

 Mr. McCann suggested putting them back to back facing the lagoon.  Dr. Sternberg stated that 

is the first place that floods.  Dr. Sternberg added that the north end of the Club is treated as a 

step-child.  The ramp needs to be fixed up, the railings fixed and flowers planted. 

 

 Mayor McLaughlin stated that once everything is done, they will look at it. 

 

 There being no further comments, public hearing was closed and as there was no further 

business, the meeting adjourned to caucus and did not reconvene. 

 

 

 

Lori L. Osborn, RMC 

Clerk-Administrator 


